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_ blessed hope still gives solace: we can 
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The following mseadic Sa from the pen of one with 
whom most of our readers are acquainted. It was hand- 
ed to us by the author to be inserted or not, in our pa- 
per, as we might deem proper. It is interesting not so 
much from the circumstance of its being a biography, 
as from the character of the style, and the impressive 
beauty of the remarks it contains. The subject of the 
memoir is in fact a text, on which is delivered a solemn 


A MEMOIR OF MRS. ELIZABETH H. JENNINGS. 


Among the various means, by which the gracious Fa- 
ther of all, continually urges the sons and daughters of 
men to make speedy preparation for death, none is more 
impressive, than the perpetual uncertainty of human 
life. Few, indeed, are spared to see many days. The 
longest life is but aspan! And all are treading on the 
margin of the tomb. Death comes like a thief in the 
night, and knows no distinction: he pays no regard to 
his victim’s fears; feels no compassion for the mourner’s 
grief. He is not moved by virtue’s anguish, though 
widows weep, or friendless orphans pour forth floods of 
helpless tears! He delights to tear the husband from his 
wife; and from the husband, the lovely partner of his 
joys and cares. It is his richest feast, to leave the ten- 
der infant, in the midst of pains and griefs and toils, 
bereft of parent’s help! Or else to see fond parents 
mourn the loss of offspring, reared with double care, 
their own solace, when bowing with the weight of 

ears. 

: So careful is our God to make secure our real inter- 
est;—to all these terrors, fitted to the state of thought- 
less, vain and giddy man, he kindly adds the triumphs, 
which cheer the dying bed of those, who seek his face 
and trust in his salvation. With these high favors the 
admonition is complete. And whilst by death, he cuts 
down all our race, he still gives daily proof, that man’s 
most tender sympathies unite with death, to make us 
wish for blissful immortality. The glorious prospect, 


ewith which an humble Christian leaves this ‘‘vale of 


tears” silences al] doubt, and fixes conviction, that man’s 
true happiness dwells not beneath the sun;—’tis risen. 
Thrice happy he, whose home is heaven! who gladly 
meets Death’s summons and leaves the world with joy! 
By the death of Mrs. Elizabeth H. Jennings, these 


PB truths are most feelingly evinced. Just as she 
} entered her eighteenth year!—the only daughter of a 


fond and teider mother; having not yet one year en- 
joyed the affection of a husband, whose chief delight 
was centered in her bliss; having a few days only, been 
the mother of a most lovely babe—the awful messenger 
came in most furious haste and hurried her away from 
all the joys, which hope, supported by such flattering 
prospects so readily anticipates. Such flattering joys so 
soon are fled, and with their flight, are gone all the fond 
expectations which maternal affection had been pro- 
viding with careful solicitude, to regale the evening of 
declining life! What tongue can tell the pangs a mo- 
ther feels, when thus bereft of a dear child, at the very 
moment when so many endearments all concur to court 
her stay! Ah! this is grief!—such grief, as nothing but 
the prospect of eternal life, which is brought to light by 
the gospel of Christ, could ever cure. Thanks be to 
God, we sorrow not as those; who have nohope. One 
0 toher. She 
rests from all her toils; in heaven she lives, and waits 
her friends’ arrival! Her mother, bathed in tears, can 
now review, with pleasure, the great solicitude she felt, 


‘| still directed by her mother’s counsel. 


whilst her daughter was; yet an infant hanging on her 
knees, that she might love and fear her God, and early 
seek his grace. With heavenly complacency she feels 
the yast importance of family religion; and rejoices, 
that in her house it had been duly inculcated, by pre- 
cept and example. Had this great duty been neglected, 
and through such default her child had died without a 
hope of heaven, what poignant pain would conscience, 
thus doubly armed, inevitably inflict! Thrice happy 
thought! She was taught the way in which to go, and 
then through grace, she felt no inclination to depart 
from it. Although at that time of life when the female 
mind is apt to take delight in ghity and shew, our dear 
ELIZABETH maintained a dignified steadiness of purpose, 
and in her dress and choice of her companions, was 
She had early 
entered the holy purpose, to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, and was determined to indulge in nothing 
which might hinder a satisfactory acquaintance with 
him, of whom, Moses in the law and the prophets 
did write. She had been taught to pray; and a gracious 
God, accordiug to his promise, condescended to hearken 
to her youthful supplications. When she was about 
fourteen years of age, she partook of the devotions of a 
neighbouring camp-meeting. Her heart was touched. 
She cried mightily to God for a participation of his hea- 
venly blessing; and to the joy of her own soul and the 
consolation of her religious friends, she obtained mercy, 
even the forgiveness of sins; and being justified by faith, 
she enjoyed, peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. From this time the most distinguished humility, 
simplicity and godly sincerity, contined to give evi- 
dence that God was in her of a truth. She delighted 
in the law of the Lord, meditating therein day and 
night. 

This dignified condition of soul, made her more than 
ever dear to her affectionate mother, who was now con- 
strained to think herself honored and blest exceedingly, 
in that her. daughter had experienced so great a salva- 
tion. 

About two weeks after this interesting event, she 
wrote a letter to her younger brother, who, it was hoped, 
had been converted at the same meeting. Her letter is 
subjoined, as affording a very satisfactory view of her 
great sincerity and of the benevolent zeal she felt for 
the safety of her brother. 


‘Dear Brother, 

“I think it my duty to write to you, to inform you 
how sorry I am, to see you so backward in professing 
your faith. Oh! my dear brother, don’t be ashamed of 
Jesus. Don’t mind what —— and the world can 
say to you; but strive to serve the Lord; pray to him in 
the morning, at noon and at night. Pray to him, to 
strengthen you and teach you to pray aright. Don’t for- 
get, that the Lord was merciful, to bless you; and if you 
loose your confidence in him, you may never receive the 
blessing again. Oh! strive to pray earnestly, and he will 
give you more grace. I bless God, he gives me more grace 
and more’strength every day, by which I am enabled to 
praise his glorious name; and I feel, every day, a great- 
er determination to strive toserve the Lord, as long 
as I live. Oh that you had staid in the class meeting! 
You cannot tell how sorry I was, when I saw you were 
gone out. I intend to go home next Thursday, and God 
willing, I expect to join the meeting. If you feel a de- 
sire likewise to join with that happy company to go to hea- 
ven, I hope to meet you there. I have more to say to you, 
but time fails me.—Remember your sister; pray for me. 
May the blessing of God rest upon us both; and at last, 
may we go home to heaven, shouting and praising his 
glorious name! Oh brother, let us unite our prayers for 


“I remain your affectionate sister, 
“E. H. OWINGS.” 


She returned home, and realized her expectations. On 
the day appointed, she came forward and offered herself 
to become 2 member of the Methodist church; and to the 
day of her death, she continyed to maintain a standing 
truly distinguished for godliness, sincerity and uni- 
form excellence. Nota doubt remained respecting the 
reality of the gracious work, of which she was the hap- 
py subject. Her sweetness of temper, her calm con 
tentment and affectionate attachment to the person and 
interest of her now disconsolate husband, were certain 
evidences, that in her, he had a treasure of ineffable 
worth. When a maiden and when a wife, she contin- 
ued with equal uniformity, to be a faithful follower of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. oo 

Her last illness, long continued and severe, still proved 
how infinite the worth of the Christian’s hope! In the 
midst of pangs, which all the pride that ever Stoic felt, | 
could scarce have borne without complaint, this precious 
child of God remained in passive silence, whilst every 
word, and look and gesture, sweetly responded to th 
chastening of her Lord: ‘“‘thy will be done on earth as it 
is in heaven.” 

In great affliction, the Christian, in his greatest gran- 
deur shines. Through months of pain she passed and 
neither youth nor former health, could divert her from 
her trust. Kept by the power of God through faith, she 
passed through every scene of suffering, and still dis- 
played that noble dignity, which graces the heroic ma- 
we and shews the superior excellence of. female 
worth. 

But sufferings, such as her’s, could not fail to find a 
close. The springs of life, at length, must break: kind 
heaven has so decreed! And when, by sufferings, faith 
shall have been made perfect, the blessed friend of sinners 
looks down and says: ‘‘it is enough! Ye angels go, bring 
up that soul; ’tis ripe for glory!” Ex1za’s cup was full! 
—Our gracious God who chastens whom he loves, made 
known his high command, and called her home. 

On the evening, before her departure, she had notice 
of her call. In silent prayer she spent the night. She 
looked to God, &nd with solemn awe reviewed her pass- 
port for eternity. Perfectly aware, that she was about 
to pass through “‘the valley and shadow of death,” she 
still rejoiced to know, that God was with her there, and 
that his rod and his staff would be her comfort. nab 

She had asked of God triumphant hope, and now she 
asked an answer to her prayers. Her mother too, in so 
lemn covenant made to heaven, had offered up her 
daughter, when yet a babe. ‘Take me, thou rightful 
sovereign! Take mine—my daughter, or my sons; for all 
are thine; whenever thou wilt, in thine own appointed 
way, take all of us! But, if a worm may dare to make 
conditions, Oh God! permit poor dust to ask one favor at 
thy hand: that, whoever may go, it may be our common 
joy to know, by faith’s triumphant evidence, the parent 
or the child is gone to heaven.” Thus prayed the mo- 
ther. Maternal ardor still strove hard with God, and 
could not be denied, till faith and hope were fixed. In 
peace she rested: and not a doubt disturbed her mind, 
till death drew nigh.' Oh mighty power of prayer, 
poured forth in humble trust! That heart is hard as 
steel, which could have heard and seen unmoved, ma- 
ternal cries and tears, beseeching God to remember his 
gracious promise. Her am be was heard—her gracious 
Sovereign deigned to grant her soul’s request: the clouds 
were soon dispersed Our dear Elizabeth, with a coun- 
tenance, bright as the morning sun—for God had wiped 
away all her tears from off her eyes—turning to ber 
husband, who lay weeping by her side, said: “My dear 
husband, weep not for me—I am happy—I am going to 
heaven. Oh! my dear, will you try to meet me there?” 
He answered “yes.” She continued: “‘Oh do! persevere, 
endure unto the end in that good way.” Then turning 
mother: mother! I am happy in Jesus!—I am 
going to heaven and glory. Don’t weep for me.” “And, 
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, my dear Elizabeth, to leave us all, and 
dear li , to go to heaven?” “Oh yes, mo- 
ror; it will not be long till we shall meet to praise our 
God, where we shall part no more.” Her anxious mo- 
ther, still desirous to know assuredly, that all was right, 
ealled her attention to her younger brother, and asked: 
“Elizabeth do you know your brother’ “Know him, 
mother? Yes, 1 know you all; and you all look so natu- 
ral to me.’” Upon which her bosom swelled with kind 
affection—and, with the most devout entreaty, she be- 
sought her brothers and all her young friends that were 
resent, to live for God, and charged them to meet her 
fn heaven. Her strength was spent, and nature claimed 
a moment’s respite. The same calm and heavenly coun- 
tenance, still gave proof that earth was no longer fit for 
her abode. She turned again towards her mother, and 
requested her to bring her babe. ‘‘Mother,” said she, 
“kiss it for me.’”? Then looking with a smile in her hus- 
band’s face: ‘“‘My dear,” said she, ‘‘may mother keep 
our dear little pledge?” ‘Oh yes,” said he. ‘Mother, 
take my babe and bring it up in the fear of the Lord; do 
the best you can for it as long as you live. If you should 
die, Samue) must make the best provision he can for its 
safety. But,” said she, “‘it is a poor little creature—it 
may very soon follow me. Oh my God, preserve my 1n- 
fant. If thou seest fit to spare its.life, grant that it may 
live to thy praise!” | 

About this time her Father-in-law came in, who ad- 
vancing to her bed, lifted her arm to feel her pulse. 
“Papa,” said she, “how is it now?” ‘Perhaps, my child, 
it is a little more free and strong.” ‘I am sorry to hear 
that,” said she; “I had rather, if it please God to have it 
so, that I may not recover; I feel prepared to go to glo- 
ry. But, if the Lord should otherwise determine, and 
raise me up, I trust in him, that it will not be with me, 
as it has been with many; who having made very loud 

rofessions on the sick bed; yet, when once recovered, 

ave soon forgotten all. The great God, who knows all 
things, He knows what I say.”» To —— 
she afterwards repeated the same declaration. ‘‘Cou- 
sin,” said she, ‘‘I do not want to get well again. Oh, cou- 
sin, I had rather go to heaven now!” tie: 

In the course of the afternoon, her mother sat, con- 
versing with a pious friend. within Elizabeth’s hearing; 
but had supposed her so far spent, that she no longer 
paid any attention to any thing that might be spoken. 
‘“‘What a blessing,” said this female friend, ‘‘to see a 
child, however young, thus leave the world, to go to 
God.” ‘Yes,’’ replied her mother, “I am truly blessed. 
My loss will be great and painful, hardly to be borne; 
but still Tam blessed. 1 have prayed, and I think, made 
a covenant with the Lord, in which I have promised to 
give up all, without rebellion, if he would only please to 
let them leave a testimony behind, that he had taken 
them to himself.” 

To their surprise and great delight, Elizabeth here 
broke out with much emphasis: “Well, mother, your 
prayer is heard!” ‘My dear,” said Mrs. » *fyou 
will praise God in eternity, for having had a praying 
thother.”” “Yes, indeed,’’ said she. From that time her 
speech began to faulter; but when she spoke, she con- 
tinued still to utter praises to our God: and, indeed, but 
afew minutes before her death, when all suppcesed her 
to be silently waiting to see her change come, as if the 
Lord intended to make the triumph most complete, with 
her tremulous, dying voice, she strove to sing: 


are you will 


‘With confidence I now draw nigh, 
*‘And, Father! Abba! Father! cry.” 


Her mother hearing her feeble voice, hastened to her 
bed, inquiring: “‘is that Elizabeth, trying to sing?” “Yes, 
Tt said she—and in a few minutes more slept in 


It surely is no cause of wonder, that the witnesses of 
such a scene, should, with one consent, exclaim: *‘Let us 


die the death of the righteous, and let our Jast end be 
like her’s.”” S. K. J. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


Is the making of rules and regulations, a temporal, or 
a spiritual power, or both, or neither? If a temporal 
power, whence is itderived? From the people? (No.) 
if a spiritual power, whence derived’ From the Scrip- 
tures’ (No.) If it be no power at all, how then? If 
it be a power, whence derived? From the governed, or 
from the Scriptures? Answers are requested. 


Q. 


“Vice is first pleasing; then easy; then delightful: 
then habitual; then confirmed; then the man is pail. 
tent; then he is obstinate; then he resolves never to re- 
pent; and then—he is damned!!!” 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
youn WESLir. 


What a man is this! What incalculable benefits have 
resulted from the faith and works of this one man! 
Was ever a more honoured instrument since the times 
of the Apostles! How unexampled in manner, in ex- 
tent, in depth, in the number of its subjects, in 
its abiding influence on his societies, in the church 
of England, and on the orthodox dissenters, has the 
true religion, as taught by John Wesley, proceeded! 
See how it has gone forth to the Eastern world—to 
Jerusalem—to the isles of the sea. See it on the con- 
tinent of Europe—see its chapels in Paris. Soon will 
be seen Methodist chapels in Rome. Eternity only can 
develope the consequences to these latter ages of the 
faithfulness of this’one minister of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 


Many of Mr. Wesley’s coadjutors were great and good 
men—such too, are many of his successors. In Eng- 
land are severa! branches of Methodists—some of thirty 
years standing—some, fifteen; sume, of a year or two. 
Not one of these has seceded on account of doctrines. 
All have seceded because of the polity of the original 
society. The branches have representative govern- 
ments. ‘*The primitive Methodists” (separatists) have 
missionaries in this country; their only peculiarities are, 
discarding ordination, and employing female preachers. 
We know not but some of the other Methodist separa- 
tists in England do the same. From what we can learn 
they are generally prosperous. They differ in one im- 
portant point from the original body—that is ‘‘a 
partial dissent” from the established church of Eng- 


land. They, are entirely dissentient—distinct, indepen- 
dent. 


The Episcopal Methodists were never on the origi- 
nal foundation of Methodism, In England, the Metho- 
dists are societies, Inthe United States an indepen- 
dent Episcopal church; or, independent representa- 
tive churches. In England they are the subjects of a 
monarchy, and among its most loyal subjects. Here, 
we are equal citizens of a Republic. The civil, politi- 
cal, an ecclesiastical circumstances of European and 
American Methodists are wholly dissimilar. Mr. Wes- 
ley could have no successors here. In essentials the 
several bodies have agreed, and do now agree—believ- 


ing and preaching the same gospel, and experiencing 
the same salvation. 


Mr. Wesley was the subject of a monarchy, a minis- 

ter of achurch, allied as one. This union of church 

and state he strenuously defended. All his education- 

al prejudices, as an Englishman, and as’a minister; all 

his associations as a human being, bound him to his con-* 
dition while he lived. He was the Patriarch of Metho- 

dism—the only father of the preachers and the people— 

all the human authority the lay-preachers possessed was 

derived directly from Mr. Wesley. This authority he 

continued, or withdrew, as he alone deemed best.. To 

appoint when, where, how, they should be his helpers, 

was his prerogative only to declare. Here he stood 
alone; and, in so far as the lay-preachers were concern- 
ed, he was independent of every other person, in 
power, civil, political, and ecclesiastical. ‘This power 
Mr. Wesley continued even after his death, by appoint- 
ing his successors. It is not a succession by ordination; 
but a succession by will and deed legally executed. 
The English conference inherits Mr. Wesley’s power. 

The conference prope1, consists of one hundred itine- 
rant preachers; it possesses and exercises all of the le- 
gislative, judicial, and executive powers of English Me- 
thodism, at home and abroad. | 


American Methodism was at first, and continues to 
be, differently constituted. Whether constituted as 
Mr. Wesley intended, is a question. We know that he 
intended that there should be conformity to the Eng- 
lish church in forms of worship; for, he abridged the 
prayer book, and enjoined its use. But we have no 
evidence which fully proves that he intended an epis- 
copaey—a triple polity—though, he may have designed 
to vest all power in the itinerancy. He intended an 
independent church—and we have the most positive 
declarations from his own pen, that “As our American 
brethren are now totally disentangled both from the 
state and English hierarchy, we dare not entangle them 
again ,either with the one or the other. They are now 
at full liberty, simply to follow the Scriptures and the 


primitive church. And we judge it best that they 


should stand fast in the liberty, wherewith God has so 
strangely made them free.” ‘Free from a hierarchy! 
Would he entangle them with another? Free to follow 
the Scriptures! were they under the necessity of fol- 
lowing the directions of Thomas Coke? Mr- Wesley 
acted independently of the triple order—did he impose 
another? We know, on the authority of Henry Moore, 
that Mr. Wesley was not the author of a singte line of 
all that Dr. Coke published in America! Where is the 
proof, then, of Mr. Wesley having imposed a triple 
polity on the American Methodists, made to flow from 
himself, a mere presbyter? We know that Mr. Wesley 
never would permit an unordained preacher to admin- 
ister the ordinances; and, we know that he ordained 
men that they might administer the ordinances. But, 
did he, or if he did, what authority, human, or divine, 
had he, to impose an episcopacy upon a people so 
strangely made free from his own hierarchy? How 
greatly to the advantage of all would it have been if 
American Methodism had conformed to American re- 
publicanism. The example of the United States will 
ameliorate human condition every where, if it does not 
revolutionize the world. What a pity that English sub- 
jects should have fettered an American church with the 
chains of episcopacy and an ecciesiastical aristocracy! 
Placing the church and the government in direct oppo- 
sition in their principles. So that if men would be free 
christians, as well as free citizens, they must separate 
from the church. 


A glance may be taken at some other differences of 
English and American Methodism. In England there 
is no form of ordination. Itinerant ministers are there 
received into full connexion by election of the confe- 
rence, and by reception, in the form of giving the hand 
‘by the president. The president is elected for one 
year only, and ineligible for eight years after, In Eng- 
land, Methodism, therefore, stands in its own right, in- 
dependently of ordination. It has no officers for life, 
presiding over it, as heads—no bishops, no elders, no 
deacons. In the Methodist Episcopal Church, as every 
body knows—there are three forms of ordination— 
bishops for life—elders, deacons. Every thing depends 
on ordination. The first ordination confers power in 
degrees; the second more—the third all power. Pro- 
vided always, that the ordained continue in the itinerant 
connexion—if not, not. In England itinerancy invests 
with all power—and in America, the same is true, in 
point of fact. One is ordained—the other not—both 
itinerant—their power is therefore the same. This is 
the “full liberty” of the American Methodists! This. 
is the path-way in which ‘‘simply to follow the Scrip- 
tures and the primitive church!”” Will any American 
christian say, that he “judges it best for his brethren 
that they should stand fast in this liberty?” No one 
can deny that this isa liberty—the liberty of serving. 
It is not a necessity. It isa liberty which some will in 
no way endanger, much less relinquish—in the defence 
of which thousands of dollars are annually expended—a 
liberty for which some good men would even dure to 
die, A liberty of submitting to the government of 
itinerant ministers, in all things temporal and spiritual. 
But, late accounts state, that the people of Rome are 
resolved to deprive,the Pope of temporal power. 


How dissimilar have been the circumstances under 
which Methodism has operated! Mr. Wesley held all 
power—his successors hold all power—the itinerancy 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church hold all power. Mr. 
Wesley was a subject of the crown, and an ordained 
minister of the church, of England—his successors are 
**partial dissentients,” and have no form of ordination— 
the American itinerants are republican toa man, and 
have three forms of ordination—they repudiate king— 
craft and priestcraft and representative church govern- 
ment, from their polity. Yetall are alike in authority— 
may dispense with ordination, or not—have three forms 
or more—be a church, or a society—but both must 
have all power—the people none. In this they are 
precisely alike. 

Now, where shall we look for the cause of the value 
of the labors of this triple church and this mere society? 
Not to their power—not to their having, or not, rites of 
ordination. But we look to the gospel they preach, as 
the only cause of their usefulness. Surely, their forms 
of government are nothing! So great are the results of 
the oy What might it not be in alliance with 
church freedom! Every true friend of Methodism must 
pray for the liberation of all of its bodies. May the 
time of emancipation soon come—when all energies 


may be united on the safe and broad principles of chris- 


tian catholicism. 
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own state, and was carried away by the power of sym- 


’ We are always disposed to attach great weight to 
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ORIGINAL ESSAYS. 
For the Methodist Pretestant. 


‘“wy GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME.”’ 


thé words of dying men. Every trifle attending their 
last moments is considered of vast importance. It 
doubtless is pleasing to see one’s friends die in the full 
triumphs of faith, and custom has made it distressing to 
see them depart this life without a full assurance of 
their acceptance. We believe that Jehovah frequently 
favors his children with extraordinary manifestations of 
the divine goodness, while passing the Jordan of death; 
but we fear in noticing the events of that solemn 
scene, sufficient credit has not always been given to 
constitutional make, and the effects of medicine. We 
have known some so sanguine as never to see the black 
side of a picture. It matters not whether the case was 
temporal or spiritual, if they considered themselves in- 
terested, it was always pleasing. We have known others 
$0 sensitive as to tremble at the shaking of a leaf,— 
whose morbid vision magnified mole-hills to mountains. 
Now, allowing these characters to be equally pious, 
would it not be unreasonable to expect their views and 
feelings to be the same, when passing through the val- 
ley and shadow of death. Moreover, many, when un- 
der the effects of opiates, are happy as princes, while 
others are wretched and miserable from the same cause. 

Much also depends on the manner in which they are 
treated. We once knew a pious lady, who was fre- 
quently visited in her last illness by two religious per- 
sons. During the visit of one of them she sometimes 
expressed her resignation, but had no transports: but 
when visited by the other she frequently soared aloft as 
on celestial wings. Why this difference? The first was 
slow of speech, neither could he sing: the other who 
was deeply pathetic,—would kneel by her bed side,— 
sing the most melting songs of Sion,—talk in rapturous 
strains of a Saviour’s dying love; and picture the joys of 
heaven in such glowing colors, that she lost sight of her 


pathy. This evidently was the case; for on the depar- 
ture of the preacher her doubts and fears returned. 

Different persons have different criterions, by which 
they pass judgment on their dying fellow sinners; One 
supposes it very cesirable, if not absolutely necessary, 
that the dying spirit should be favored with views sim- 
ilar to those which Stephen had, when he saw heaven 
open and Jesus standing at the right hand of God 
ready to receive him: another thinks there is but little 
chance of salvation for those who die without a clear 
view of, and unshaken confidence in, the righteous- 
ness of Christ: while a third believes that fiery zeal is. 
a sure passport to heaven. Thus a clergyman in Can- 
nada, while preaching the funeral of an Indian chief, 
told his audience he had no doubt he had died a good 
Christian, and was then in heaven, for, said he, when I 
spoke of the mal-treatment which our Saviour had re- 
ceived from the Jews, he exclaimed, “‘Oh! had 1 been 
there, I would have tomahawked them, and brought 
away their scalps.” 

We are taught by the motto, at the head of our es- 
say, that the hiding of Jehovah’s countenance is not 

ways a mark of the divine displeasure: hence we should 
learn to be careful in judging from appearances least 
we make those, whom the Lord has not made, sad. 

L. D. M. E. C. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


CLASS MEETINGS, 


Mr. Editor,—As a member of the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church, I rejoice that our worthy representatives 
in General Convention assembled, have given Class 
meetings an elevation in the Discipline of the M. P. 
Church, unknown, perhaps, in that of any other branch 
of the Methodist church. 

They have not hesitated to denominate ‘‘class meet- 
ings,’ a “means of grace,” and, as such, requiring the 
attendance of the members of the M. Protestant church 
as regularly as practicable. 

By this means of grace, the pious and those desirous 
of becoming such, are convened in small companies of 
from 12 to 20 each, for the purpose of mutual assistance, 
benefit and edification, in religious experience. 

The better to secure order and religious improvement, 
and to answer the purposes of piety generally, as well 
as to ascertain from each their progress in working out 


their soul's salvation, as also to tell of the goodnens of | 


God to their souls,—of his delivering grace experienced 
amid their personal temptations, trials, difficulties and 
afflictions;—the Convention contemplated the election 
by the members of one who is styled a leader; whose 
soul is expected to be deeply imbued with the love of 
God, and who is calculated to impart religious instruc- 
tion, and to be a way mark tbrough the journey of this 
life, to joys immortal in the skies. 

A class of such persons, having the form, and truly 
seeking to enjoy the power of godliness, under a spir- 
itual and well instructed leader, may indeed be ex- 
pected to grow in grace and in the knowledge and love 
of God. ‘hey may be expected to adorn their Christ 
ian calling, by shining indeed as lights of the world, 
whilst others, seeing their good works, will be induced 
to glorify their Father which is heaven. ; 

Let us now enter the class room whilst the 
is in progress. After a suitable pause, 
present, if not, one of the members, having selected 
an appropriate hymn, it is stung with united voices by 
the members. ‘They then fall prostrate on their bend- 
ed kness, before the throne of Divine grace, and, during 
the time that the leader is offering to God on his own 
behalf, and that of the class, those pungent confessions 
of sins and deprecations of divine wrath, the members 
frequently respond ‘‘Lord have mercy on us,” or other 
suitable responses. ‘Then the leader offers thanksgiv- 
ing for delivering and sustaining grace, whilst glo 
and thanks to God, are responded, and their united 
invocations ascend the hill of the Lord that he would 
guide, establish and save them to the end. 

They then arise, and take their seats. The leader, 
standing, speaks of the goodness of God to his own 
soul, makes his confession of his personal unworthi- 
ness—expatiates on the redeeming grace and dying 
love of the Savivur of men—renews his covenant, in- 
treats the prayers of the class, and then calls on each 
member, to speak frecly of their present personal ex- 
perience in the religion of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
then he administers the consoling promises of the Gos- 
pel to the wounded in spirit, reminds the believer in 
Christ of the mark and the prize of his high-~calling, 
whilst he encourages those of doubtful hearts to be 
strong in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Such a class, meeting under such circumstances, 
having their souls united by faith to Christ, or seeking 
so to be—or panting for the living God, as the hunted 
hart for the water brook, never fails to enjoy the light of 
the divine countenance,—and O how frequently are 
they constrained, to shout aloud praises to Him, who 
hath loved them and given Himself for them—whilst 
Jesus, the master, is in the midst, and feasts their pre- 
cious souls with the rich repast of heavenly love. 

How often do Christians, when thus assembled, 
enjoy the antepast of that heaven, to which they are 
tending through the pilgrimage of life! How often do 
they enjoy the hope of ere long coming “unto mount 
Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and Church of the first born, whose 
names are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of 
all, and to the spirits of the just made perfect, and to 
Jesus ,the Mediator of the new covenant! 

After having sung a verse or two of one of the songs of 
Zion, they again bend their knees and commiteach other 
to the protection of their Saviour and God, and then 
retire in hope Of again meeting the ensuing week, and 
of finally dwelling forever before the throne of love 
above,—where. temptations, afflictions, sorrow or dis- 
tress shall never intercept their hallowed peace. O! I 
can truly say, I have frequently made one of those in- 
terestingcompanies. Yes, 


‘| have been there, and still would go, 
Tis like a little heaven below.” 


Let us, my Methodist Protestant brethren and sisters, 
make those meetings a delight, by living to, and walk- 
ing close with God. By so doing, the glory shall not 
depart from us, nor shall Icabod ever be written either 
on our dwellings or on our sanctuaries, 

The God we serve will be the glory in our midst on 
earth, and gradually translate us to those mansions, our 
Lord and Master has prepared for us in the immortal 
climes of ever-durimg bliss in heaven. 

“anTIOCH.” 


‘‘Whiles the sap of maintenance lasts, my friends 
swarme in abundance, but inthe winter of my need, 


they leave me naked. He is an happy man that hath a 


true friend at his need: but he is more truly happy that 
hath no need of his friend.” Arthur Warwick, 1637. 


GLEANINGS, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


ABUSES OF THE DOCTRINES OF PROVIDENCE, 
Dialogue V. 

B. Having considered the two distinguishable classes 
of events—namely, those which are calculable, and those 
which are nof; it is manifest that the former exclusively 
is given to man as the sphere of his labors, and for the 
exercise of his skill; while the latter is reserved as the 
royal domain of s vereign bounty and infinite wisdom. 

A. To my view it is therefore plain, that the enthu- 
siast, who neglects and continues those dictates of com- 
mon sense which are derived from the calculable course 
of human affairs, and who founds ‘his plans and expec- 
tations upon the unknown procedures of Providence, is . 
chargeable, not merely with folly, but with an impious 
intrusion upon the peculiar sphere of the divine agency. 

C. This impicty is shown in a strong light when 
viewed in connexion with those great principles, which 
may, not obscurely, be discerned to govern the dispen- 
sations of Providence towards mankind. 

A. We should particularly remark, that in the divine 
management of the fortuitous events of life, there is, in 
the first place, visible some occasional flashes of that 


ry | retributive justice which, in the future world, is to ob- 


tain its long postpuned and perfecttriumph. Thereare 
instances which, though not very common, are frequent 
enough to keep alive the salutary fears of mankind, 
wherein vindictive visitations speak articulately in at- 
testation of the righteous judgment of God upon them 
that do evil. 

B. Outrageous villainies, or appalling profaneness, 
sometimes draw upon the criminal the instant bolt of 
divine wrath, and in so remarkable a: manner, that the 
most irreligious minds are quelled with a sudden awe, 


rand confess the fearful hand of God. On the other 


hand, there is just perceptible, as it were, a gleam of 
divine approbation, displayed in a signal rewarding of 
the righteous, even in the present life:—a blessing 
“‘which maketh rich,” rests sometimes conspicuously 
upon the habitation of disinterested and active virtue:— 
‘‘the righteous is as a tree planted by the rivers of wa- 
ters; whatsoever he doeth, prospers.” 

C. In these anomalous cases of anticipated retribu- 
tion, the punishment or the reward does not arrive in 
the ordinary course of common causes; but starts forth 
suddenly from that store-house of fortuities whence the 
divine providence draws its means of government. If 
the oppressor, by causing the resentment of mankind, 
is dragged from the seat of power, and trodden in the 
dust; or if the villain who “‘plotteth mischief against his 
neighbour on his bed,” is at length caught in his own 
net, and despoiled of his wrongful gains, these yisita- 
tions of justice, though truly retributive, belong plainly 
to the known order of causes and effects. 

A. They are nothing more than the natural issues 
of the culprits course; and therefore do not specially 
declare the interference of heaven. 

B. But there are instances of another kind, in which 
the ruin of villainy or violence comes speeding as on a 
shaft from above, which though seemingly shot at ran- 
dom, yet hits its victim with a precision and a peculi- 
arity that proclaims the unerring hand of divine justice. 

C. In like manner there are remarkable recompenses 
of integrity, of liberality, of kindness to strangers, of 
duty to parents, which arrive by means so remote from — 
common probability, and yet so simple that the appro- 
bation of Him who ‘‘taketh pleasure in the path of the 
just,” is written upon the unexpected boon. 

B. There are few family histories that would not af- 
ford examples of such conspicuous retribution. | 

A. Yet as they are confessedly rare, and administered 
by rules absolutely inscrutable to human penetration, 
there can hardly be a more daring impiety than, in par- 
ticular instances, to entertain the expectation of their 
occurrence. 

C But the enthusiast finds it hard to abstain from 
such expectations, and is tempted perpetually to in- 
dulge hopes of special boons in reward of his services, 
and is forward and ingenious inquiring an interpreta- 
tion that flatters his spiritual vanity to every common 
favour of providence. 

A. Precisely so. The bottles of heaven are never 
stopped but to gratify his taste for fine weather! 

B. A readiness to announce the wrath of heaven upon 
offenders, is a presumption which characterizes not the 
mere enthusiast, but the malign fanatic, and therefore 


| comes not properly within our subject; and yet the spe- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


76 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


dom free from some such 

A. In the divine management o the fortuities of life, 
there may also be very lainly perceived a dispensation 
of moral exercise, specifically adapted tothe temper and 

wers of the individual. No one can look back upon 

is own history without meeting unquestionable instan- 
ces of this sort of educational adjustment of his lot, ef- 
fected by means that were wholly independent of his 
own choice or agency. 

Cc. The casual meeting with a stranger, or an unex- 
pected interview with a friend;—the accidental post- 
ponement of affairs;—the loss of a letter, a shower, a 
trivial indisposition, the caprice of an associate—these, 
g or similar fortuities, have been the determining causes 
| of events, not only important in themselves, but of pe- 
| culiar significance and use in that process of discipline 

which the character of the individual was to underge. 
| These new currents in the course of life proved, in the 
. issue, specifically proper for putting in action the latest 
faculties of the mind, or for holding in check its dan- 
gerous propensities. 
B. Whoever is quite unconscious of the sort of over- 
ruling of his affairs by means of apparent accidents, 
must be very little addicted to habits of intelligent re- 
flection. S. 


POETRY. 
7 GEMS. 
BY JOHN BOWRING, LL. D. 


(From Gem.”’) 


Earth hath its gems around! 

Creatures through ether winging, 

Flow’rets in glory springing, 

Dew-drops upon the ground, 

Sparks of the water-fall, insect’s wings, 
Ay! and a million beautiful things! 


Sea hath its gems below! 

In grottoes to man forbidden, 

Marvellous treasures are hidden,— - 
i Pearls and corallines grow; 
: Deep and dark in the tombs of the wave, 
Jewels are hung in palace and cave. 


Heaven hath its gems above! 

Look! for its arch exalted 

With planets and stars is vaulted. 

O, what spirits may rove,— 

Gems of the soul,—through scenes likes these, 
Learning eternal mysteries. 


THE COMING OF SPRING. 
- The voice of Spring, the voice of Spring! 
I hear it from afar: 
He comes with sunlight on his wing, 
And ray of morning’s star:— 
His impulse thrills through rill and flood, 
It throbs along the main; 
’Tis stirring in the waking wood, 
And trembling o’er the plain. 
The cuckoo’s cal], from hill to hill, 


s Announces he is nigh:— 
| 4 The nightingale has found the rill 


~ 


She loved to warble by: 
The thrush to sing is all athirst, 
But will not, till he see 
Some sign of him,—then out will burst 
The treasured melody. 


He comes, he comes!—Behold, behold 
\ That glory in the east 
burning beams of glowing gold, 
And light by light increased! 
Already earth unto her heart 
Inhales the genial heat,— 
Already, see, the flowers start 
To beautify his feet. 


The violet is sweet’ning now 
The air of hill and dale; 
The snow-drops, that from Winter’s brow, 
As he retreated, fell, 
Have turn’d to flowers, and gem the bowers 
late the wild storm whirl’d; 
warmer rays, with length’ning da 


The work is done:—but there is One 
Who has the task assign’d,— 

Who guides the serviceable sun, 
And gathers up the wind; 


cies of enthusiasm now under consideration, is very sel- 


Who showers down the needful rain 

He measures in his hand; 

And rears the tender springing grain, 
That joy may fill the land. 


The youthful Spring, the pleasant Spring! 
His course is forward now:— 

He comes with sunlight on his wing, 
And beauty on his brow: 

His impulse thrills through rill and flood, 
And throbs along the main,— 

Tis stirring in the waking wood, 
And trembling o’er the plain. 
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HEAVEN IN PROSPECT. 
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY, ES@. 
(From “The Iris.””) 


Palms of glory, raiment bright, 
Crowns that never fade away, 

Gird and deck the saints in light,— 
Priests, and kings, and conquerors they. 


Yet the conquerors bring their palms 
To the Lamb amidst the throne; 

And proclaim, in joyful psalms, 

| Victory through the Cross alone! 


Kings their crowns for harps resign, 
Crying, as they strike the chords, 
“Take the kingdom,—it is 

King of kings, and Lord of lords!” 


Round the altar, priests confess, 
If their robes are white as snow, 
’Twas the Saviour’s righteousness, 
And his blood, that made them so. 


Who were these?—On earth they dwelt, 
Sinners once of Adam’s race; 

Guilt, and fear, and suff’ring felt, 
But were saved from all by grace. 


They were mortal, too, like us; 
Ah! when we like them shall die, 
May our souls, translated thus, 
Triumph, reign, and shine on high! 


BALTIMORE: 


FRIDAY, MARCH 1831. 


The disaffection of the lower orders of England to the 
existing state of things still continues. Indeed,all class- 
es seem to be impressed with the necessity of parlia- 
mentary reform. It is feared that the opposition, to the 
Whig Ministry, will be so strong as to neutralize what- 
ever laudable efforts may be made to bring about a bet- 
ter state of things. In the Edinburgh Courant, it is 
stated that, a political union is contemplated in that city, 
whose objects are, the extension of the elective franchise; 
the abolition of rotten boroughs; vote by ballot; retrepe:h- 
ment in every part of the national expenditure; shorten- 
ing the duration of Parliament; abolition of all taxes on 
knowledge; and free trade with all nations. 

Ireland is in a very unsettled state. O’Connell and 
the other agitators, as they are called, are giving govern- 
ment a great deal of trouble. That gentleman, with se- 
veral of his coadjutors, has been arrested and held to 
bail. It wil] certainly require a large portion of wisdom, 
decision, and energy in the British government to pre- 
serve the integrity of its dominions. They are already 
strengthening their army establishment and preparing the 
militia by trainings, for the time of need. 

Having so much to attend to at home, they can find 
but little time to look abroad, or participate much in the 
momentous affairs which at this time render Europe so 
interesting a spectacle to the world. 

The French government is not yet decided in its as- 
pect. While its professions are pacific, its preparations 


wv 


are warlike. Indeed the war department is the only one 
that displays any activity or energy. Some strenuously 
advocate the principle of non-intervention in the affairs 
of an independent nation, and would, therefore, decline 
the slightest interference in the concerns of Poland. 
Others, holding this principle themselves, think it right 
to insist on its observance by others, and would, there- 


fore, assist Poland in her contest with Russia. The 


patriotic and republican part of France is decidedly in 
favor of sustaining the Poles. They look upon them as 
brethren suffering in the common cause of liberty. They 
view all attempts made to annihilate the independence of 
Poland, and reduce it to its former state of vassalage, as 
oblique attacks upon the system of freedom which, by 
a happy revolution, they have succeeded so lately in es- 
tablishing amongst themselves. It is rumoured, too, that 
the subjugation of Poland is but a subordinate object with 
the northern allies. The vast preparations making, and 
the immense bodies of troops the Emperor is concen- 
trating upon Poland, warrant the conjecture that there 
must be an ulterior object in view, much more impor- 
tant to France than the one professed by the Russian 
cabinet. In other words, it is reported, and that, not 
noiselessly, that the allies are about combining their 
councils and their arms for the purpose of restoring the 
ex-king of the French to his throne and dominion. 

As to Poland, it is feared that the common people are 
not so enthusiastic in the cause of national independence 
as the revolutionary papers represent. The government 
has drawn up a spirited manifesto, setting forth very 
feelingly their wrongs and grievances, declaring their 
objects, and announcing their determination to perish 
beneath the ruins of their nation, rather than submit 
again to the yoke of a conqueror. ‘We will fight,” say 
the patriotic Poles, ‘till our last gasp, for liberty; and if 
Providence has destined this land to perpetual slavery— 
if, in this last struggle, the freedom of Poland is to fall 
beneath the ruins of its towers and the bodies of its de- 
fenders, our enemies shall only reign over deserts; and 
every good Pole, when dying, will carry with him the 
consolation that, if Heaven has not permitted him to save 
his own liberty and his own country, he has, at least, by 
this deadly combat, placed the liberties of threatened 
Europe under shelter for a moment.” Noble, disinter- 
ested patriots! what pity that Poland should be crushed 
in the contest! How black the crimes for which impe- 
rial despotism must answer at the tribunal of that God 
who has made of one blood all the nations of the earth! 

It is stated in some of the London papers, that collee- 
tions have been made in that city to aid the Poles in their 
struggle for independence. A noble example! worthy to 
be followed by Americans, whose place indeed it is to be 
foremost in such deeds. 


It has been suggested to us, that the recurrence of co- 
incidence in time of holding the Annual Conferences 
may be readily obviated by those bodies determining on 
the place, and leaving it to the Presidents (who may, in the 
interim, interchange views on the subject) to fix the pre- 
cise periods of the annual sessions. 


We issue this number earlier than usual, for we are 
sure our friends will be delighted to hear of the prosper- 
ity of the church of God. Our hearts are cheered, and 
our expectations enlarged. Great and glorious prospects 
are opening, widening, and brightening to the philan- 
thropist and the christian. Civil and religious liberty 
are walking abroad over the earth hand in hand, scatter- 
ing blessings among the nations. The despotism of kings 
and the tyranny of Satan, are alike sinking beneath the 
predominating influence of political freedom and the ge- 
nius of christianity. It is pleasing to learn from abroad 
that, the people are beginning to understand their natu- 
ralrights. They are learning to trample under foot their 
vassalage, to look their tyrants in the face, and to assert 
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the infallible principle of the equality of man. We are 
glad, too, to hear from all quarters that, the kingdoms of 
this world are becoming the kingdoms of our God and 
his Christ; that sinners are growing abhorrent of the ser- 
vitude of sin, are renouncing their allegiance to the 
prince of the power of the air, and entering into the 
kingdom of grace; where, instead of being slaves to the 
devil, they hold the rank of kings and priests unto the 
Most High God. Hasten the period, O God! when the 
strong holds of civil, ecclesiastical, and religious tyranny 
shall be razed to their foundations, and the banner of uni- 
versal liberty shall wave triumphantly over their ruins. 


% 

A great deal of interesting matter, already in type, is 
laid over for insertion in the next number, that we may 
have room for the interesting address of the State Colo- 
nization Society to the people of Maryland, and also for 
some important «eligious intelligence. 

We would request particularly that the address be at- 
tentively read. It should interest every citizen of our 
beloved country. 


The Pennsylvania Conference of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church will meet in the city of Philadelphia on 
the first Tuesday of April next, being the 5th of that 
month. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We are very sorry to hear that, by reason of profes- 
sional engagements, P. B. H. will not hereafter be so re- 
gular a correspondent. We shall always be glad to hear 
from him. 

The brief memoir of Evert Richmond, shall appear 
in our next. 


MARYLAND STATE COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

We have just been favored by a manager, with a 
copy of the address_of-this society to the people of 
Maryland, to which is annexed the constitution. 

The following isa list of the officers:— 

Geo Hoffman, lst President. 
Thomas Elicot, 2d President. 
N. Brice-3d President. 
Alexander Nesbit, 
Dr. Thomas E. Bond, 
Nathaniel Williams, 
John Hoffman, T'reasurer. 
James Howard, of J. E. Secretary. 
Managers. 
Moses Sheppard, Charles Howard, of J. E. 
Peter Hoffman, Svlomon Etting, 
Gen. Wm M’Donald, John J. Harrod, 
Alexander Fridge, John Gibson, 
Dr. Samuel Baker, Edward J. Coale, 
Peter Neff, John H. B. Latrobe. 
Dr. Eli Ayres, Agent. 
Solomon Etting, 
Moses Shephard, 
Charles Howard, of J. E. 


Vice Presidents. 


Executive Committee. 


At a meeting of the Board of Managers of the Ma- 
ryland State Colonization Society, held on the 24th 
of February, the following, among other proceedings, 
were had: 


“‘The committee appointed for that purpose, at the 
last meeting, submitted an address to the citizens of 
Maryland, whiclt was read, adopted, and ordered to be 
published in the several papers of the city of Balti- 
more, and 5000 copies printed for distribution, in the 
pampblet form, under the direction of the committee, 
together with the constitution of the society, and list of 
officers.” 


ADDRESS. 


The plan of colonizing the free blacks of the United 
States, with their own consent, on the coast of Africa, 
assumed an efficicnt shape, in_the formation of the 
American Colonization Society, in the year 1816, since 
which period, it hus been presented in various aspects 
to the American people. ‘The doubts, prejudices, and 
active opposition, which impeded the early progress of 
the Society, and at times even threatened to destroy it, 


have been gradually, and year after year, diminishing, 


before the conspicuous results of its labors; until, what 
was once eondileted as the wild scheme of a few vi- 
sionary philanthropists, is now cherished as an object 
worthy of the most devoted efforts of the Christian and 
the patriot. One great end of the American Coloniza- 
tion Society has been fully attained. It lias established, 
since the year 1822, a colony of free colored people 
from the United States, on the south west coast of Af. 
rica, in the territory of Liberia,—with a success unpar- 
alleled in the annals of colonization; and at an expense, 
which the net profits to American merchants, on the 
trade with the Colony, have long since exceeded. 
While the early Colonies ofthis country, the germs of the 
present enlightened and mighty nation, were either cut 
off by the savages, by famine, or by disease, or existed 
feebly and precariously, the Colony of Liberia has 
known no retrogade motion in its yet brief existence; 
but presents the picture of a community of more than 
two thousand souls, already indepenclent of all foreign 
supplies; possessing within itself the capacity of fu. 
ture increase; secure in its strength against all hostile 
attacks; enjoying the blessings, and by its conduct 
shewing itself worthy, of free institutions; making 
treaties with surrounding and revering tribes; making 
war against the slave traders who attempt to carry on 
their traffic in the neighborhood, and rescuing from 
their hands their unfortunate captives to amalgamate 
them with the colonists; extending the protection of 
the cannon of its forts to the vessels of all nations, that 
are constantly in its harbor; rapidly pushing its settle- 
ments towards the interior of the fertile and salubrious 
country in which it is situated; and proving in its every 
aspect, not only the practicability of establishing the 
free blacks of the United States as colonists in Africa, 
but the capacity of such colonists to exercise truly, 
decorously and efficiently, all the rights and powers of 
self-government. 


Nor has all this been accomplished at the expense, in 
the smallest degree, of the happiness of the emigrants; 
nor has the increase of the colony been followed by a 
proportionate disappearance of the Aborigines, as was 
the case in America. But one voice has come back 
from Liberia to the Colonization Society: and that is a 
voice of thanks from her people, for the happiness, 
prosperity and freedom which they enjoy. They are 
in fact in the land of their fathers, in the climate to 
which nature originally assigned them: they are no 
longer subject to the irresistible influence of public 
opinion, which deadened their energies while in this 
country, and which held them forever a distinct and in- 
ferior race. Thrown upon their own resources in Li- 
beria, they have shown themselves competent to the 
occasion; and, as active, skilful, and persevering mer- 
chants, mechanics, and agriculturists, they have rapid- 
ly advanced, from the needy condition of first settlers, 
into ahappy and comparatively rich community. Elev- 
en vesse:s sailed for the colony during the last year, 
from Philadelphia alone: regular traders have been for 
some years established from the eastern states; one has 
recently been dispatched from Baltimore: and the eye 
of the commercial work! is beginning to fix it- 
self upon the ivory, gold dust, rice, coffee, dye woods, 
gums, and spices, which form the exports of the colo- 
ny. The colonists have their own vessels, manned by 
their own seamen, with which they carry on a profita- 
ble coasting trade; and the natives, for hundreds of 
miles in the interior, have long since made Liberia the 
market for their produce. With aclimate, therefore, 
where the experience of nine successive years has 
shewn that the annual mortality is less than among the 
free colored population of any of our great cities; with 
all the comforts, and most of the luxuries of life around 
them,—already supporting a newspaper, when it was 
ninety years before the same thing was done in the col- 
onies of America; with public schools, and Christian 
churches; religious, temperate, and industrious in all 
their habits; on a soil of inexhaustible productiveness, 
with anincreasing demand for the produce of the coun- 
try to create an ample and lucrative commerce; dating 
their colonization at the yet most enlightened period of 
the world, with all the advantages of the experience 
of past colonies to direct the policy persued in regard 
to them; perfectly free, and exercising in their own 
persons, most of the rights and powers of free govern- 
ment; itis no wonder, that the only voice from the em- 
igrants at Liberia, is the voice of happiness, and that 
the letters which are constantly received from them, 
should be filled with self-congratulations. The nations 
of the surrounding country are rapidly adopting the 
customs of the returning brethren; they send their 
children for instruction to the schools of the colony; 


large tribes have voluntarily placed themselves under 
its protection; they have abandoned the slave trade, 
for the promotion of a more legitimate commerce in the 
productions of civilized life; and being of the same 

color with the emigrants, there is no fear of that exter- 
mination, which seems ever to have taken place where 
the white and civilized man presses upon the savage. 

On the contrary, the colony of Liberia affords the cer- 
tain promise of the civilization, political and religious, 
to Africa, the only promise that has yet been given, and 
the only promise whose successful results can ever be 

anticipated. The abolition of the slave trade, and 

the spread of the gospel, will follow the increase of 
Liberia, as certainly as the effect can follow the cause; 

and in providing for its increase, the Christian will, in 

fact, provide a nation of missionaries for a benighted 

land; the patriot will free his country from the load 

that rests injuriously upon it; the philanthropist will 

terminate the horrors of a barbarous traffic—put a pe- 

riod to the wars that it occasions, and make t©5se really 

free, who are now free only in name,~and all will join: 
in repaying to Africa that debt, which the drain of her 

children to gratify the cupidity and luxury of civiliza- 

tion, their sufferings and death has been creating during 

centuries. 


Nor will the free colored population of this country 
be unwilling to emigrate—nor is the practicability of 
removing them, any longer a question of doubt—nor 
will the means to remove them be wanting. 


The number of applicants for a passage to Liberia 
have always exceeded the ability of the American Col- 
onization Society to transport, and at this time there are 
hundreds who are waiting in eager expectation of an 
opportunity to emigrate. With the increase of the 
Colony, with the circulation of the news of its prosper- 
ity, and with the increase of commerce between it ands 
America, will the desire of the free colored population 
to emigrate, also increase, until the current of emigra- 
tion shall set so strongly, that nothing can destroy it, 
save the exhaustion of the reservoir in this country that 
supplies it. The experience of the past justifies this 
assertion. 

The removal of fifty thousand colored persons, per 
annuin, would stop the increase in the United States,— 
the removal of a greater number would diminish, in a 
rapid ratio, the parent stock. One million of dollars, 
per annum, supposing the transportation of each emi- 
grant to be paid for at present prices, would furnish 
means to prevent the increase; two millions of dollars 
would secure the ultimate and entire removal. ‘That 
this is within the power of the rich and powerful na- 
tion that is. interested in the result, must be evident 
from the facts, that the slave-traders alone, are able to 
bring, annually, 100,000 victims to the continents and 
islands of America; and that the consumption of ar- 
dent spirits causes a superfluous expenditure, to the peo- 
ple of this country, of thirty milhons of dollars. Can- 
not the Christians, the patriots, and the philanthropists 
of this day, do as much in the cause of religion, coun- 
try and humanity, as the slave-dealer and the drunkard 
can do to supply the worst passions and vices of man? 
It cannot be doubted. | 

The practicability of establishing an efficient colony 
of the free people of color, of the United States, on the 
coast of Africa; the willingness of the free people of 
color to emigrate, and of the natives to receive them; 
and the capacity of this country to supply the meens of 
emigration, to the full extent desired,—being all prov- 
ed, it may be asserted, as it now is, that the scheme of 
African colonization is no longer a visionary theory; 
but is placed above the sphere of doubt, by irrefutable 
facts; and instead of being now a beggar for public 
credence, commands confidence and respect from the 
success that has attended its practical, though but ex. 
perimental, application. 

For these results, all the credit is due to the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, whose labours have produced 
them. It has been the efficient, zealous and untiring 
pioneer in this great cause, aud has clearly defined the 
course which must now be pursued. But the great con- 
centration of efforts, and multiplication of resources, 
that have heretofore been obtained, are at this time ne- 
c to insure the object in view—the removal of the 
free people of color, of the United States, with their 
own consent to Africa;—and the Society, that now ad- 
dresses itself to the people of Maryland, has been 
formed, under the auspices of the Parent Society at 
Washington, with the hope of directing the energies 
of the State, that may be exerted in this behalf, more 
particularly towards accomplishing the object within its 
own limits, 
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The facts and arguments which prove the prrcticabil- 
ity of the plan, with reference to the fast increasing 
colored population of the whole United States, apply 
with resistless force to the slowly, if at all increasing 
colored population of the State of Maryland; and the 
task, which appears gigantic, though still feasible, in 
regard to the former, loses all its a gc difficulty, 
and seems, as it really is, comparatively easy, with re- 
ference to the latter. on 

This Society here in the out set, most explicitly dis- 
claims all intention to interfere in the smallest degree 
with the slave population. It would teach the slave 
obedience, rather than create in his breast one feeling 
of disaffection. It is with the free colored population 
alone, and that too with their own consent, that this 
Society proposes to act; and if its exertions in the 
cause of African colonization should cause a diminua- 
tion in the number of slaves, such diminuation will pro- 
ceed exclusively from the voluntary and philanthropic 
act of thejmasters themselves, who may be induced to 
manumit, for the purpose of emigration, those, whom, 
if Liberia did not exist, they would not throw, as free 
men, upon the community, to sink, even below the 
level of the slave, through their ignorance and inexpe- 
rience of the modes of freedom. . 

In Maryland, the removal of its own free colored 
population will not present an object of such magni- 
tude, or of such remote prospect of accomplishment, 
as to discourage any part of the community. The emi- 
gration of each individual almost, will trench upon the 

nt stock, and curtail the increase. The effect will 
€ apparent at every man’s door; and the willingness 
to contribute personal or pecuniary assistance, will be in 
proportion to the results daily and visibly produced. 
It is, therefore, believed, that the application of the 
philanthropy of Maryland in this cause, chiefly to her 
own immediate service, will produce that concentration 
of energies and multiplication of resources that are ne- 
cessary to insure success. One of the most immediate 
means of affecting this, is the dissemination of correct 
information with regard to the character and views of 
the Colonization Society, the practicability of the plan 
of the colonization, and the condition and prospects of 
the Colony of Liberia. This is one object of the pre- 
sent address and will hereafter form one of the most 
important duties of this Society. Information is want- 
ed by the white, no less than by the free colored pop- 
ulation; to enable the former to see, that religion, pa- 
triotism and humanity alike call upon them to be up and 
doing in this cause,—and to prove to the latter, by sim- 
le but conclusive facts, that their true and appropriate 
ome, where they will be free indeed, with full room for 
the expansion of every power of intellect, and the cul- 
tivation of every talent, with which our common ma- 
ker has gifted them, is in the home of their fathers. 
This information will, it is believed, produce ample re- 
turn, both of pecuniary means and of willing emigrants, 
until Maryland shall set a noble and efficient example to 
those States of the union, which like herself, are al- 
ready beginning to feel that their own best interest, not 
less than the cause of religion and humanity, must be 
advanced by the accomplishment of the scheme of Af- 
rican colonization. 

The agent of this Society will speedily be employed 
in forming auxiliaries, wherever practicable, through- 
out the State; by means*ef which, information may be 
accurately disseminated; the necessary funds obtained, 
and from which, when vessels sail from Baltimore to 
Africa, emigrants may be sent, with the certainty of pro- 
curing a passage. At the’annual meetings of the Socie- 
ty, delegates from the auxiliaries will be expected to at- 
tend, and thus the whole benevolent zeal and talent of 
the State be brought to bear upon the subject. 

In conclusicn, this Society calls upon those throughout 
the State, who feel an interest in this cause, for that pe- 
cunlary assistance, without which, it will have been or- 
ganized in vain. It is proposed to send out a vessel from 
Baltimore, with Maryland emigrants, early in the coming 
spring, and for the means of doing so, this Society relies 
upon the contributions of its friends. 1t cannot believe 
that this reliance is ill placed. The object to be accom- 
plished by a zealous co-operation throughout the State 
of Maryland, is one of the noblest kind. It was on the 
shores of the Chesapeake, that the first ship load of 
slaves was landed, that ever polluted the soil of North 
America; and from the same shore, it js now proposed to 
restore back the descendants of the unfortunate victims 
of avarice and crime, to the land from which their fa- 
thers came; and by thus sending the means of propa- 
ree the lights of civilization and the gospel, through- 
out all Africa, to discharge the debt, which the conduct 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


REVIVAL IN NEW YORK. 

The oldest inhabitants of this city, I am informed, 
say, that noperiod has ever existed in its history, when 
there was so extensive a revival of the work of God, as 
the present. I despair of being able to give you a 
correct idea of the amount of religious excitement 
which now obtains among us. It is confined to no par- 
ticular denomination. The Presbytefian, the Metho- 
dist Episcopal and Methodist Protestant Churches share 
largely in it. Of the former, I cannot speak from per- 
sonal observation, but brethren say, “Great and mar- 
vellous are the working of the Almighty” among them. 
I have no doubt, that more than 1000 persons have been 
reclaimed from the error of their ways, in this city, 
since the beginning of this revival. The work is going 
on with increasing interest.—It began among the peo- 
ple of my charge, soon after my return from Conven- 
tion, and hath progressed until the present. We have 
seldom had a meeting since, without having a number 
of awakened souls at the altar, pleading the penitents 
prayer, ‘*God be merciful to mea Sinner.”’—Our house 
has been open for worship every night since the 17th 
February. Morning prayer meetings are held also, 
every day at 60’clock. These meetings are well at- 
tended. Our present place of worship is so crowded 
on the Sabbath, that we are justified in the opinion ‘hat 
our new house, when finished, will command a congre- 
gation of from 800 to 1000 hearers of the word. I pre- 
sume that Brother Thomas and myself haye received as 
Probationers from 150 to 200 persons. ? He has furnished 
you with an account of the great work at Sullivan-St. 
The Lord is indeed in their midst. I preached there 
on last Sabbath evening, to an overflowing house, and 
although the press was so great, as to make it almost 
impossible for trembling sinners to come forward to the 
railing, yet it was nearly filled up before 8 o’clock. 
Will the lovers of our Lord Jesus Christ abroad, aid us 
by their prayers. The tide of infidel abominations is 
strong, and threatens to drown the souls of many of our 
citizens inthe gulph of perdition. The watchmen are 
upon the walls of Zion, they lift up their voice like a 
trumpet, and show forth the abominations of the people: 
pray therefore, that the Lord’s word may be “quick 
and powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword.” 

Sincerely, yours, L. R. REESE. 
Abingdon, Va. Feb. 5, 1831. 

Dear Brother, —Truth, in its onward march, has reach- 
ed us, and its developements are auspicious to the 
dearest privileges and highest interests of the religious 
community. “The Constitution of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church,” arrived here afew weeks since from 
Cincinnati; has been carefully perused, attentively and 
prayerfully considered, and the superior excellence of 
its provisions discussed and admitted. The subjoined 
report exhibits the proceedings of the advocates of re- 
form in this place, their withdrawal from the Episco- 
pal, and formation into a Protestant, Church. 
‘*According to previous notice, several individuals 
friendly to the formation of a Methodist Protestant 
Church in Abingdon, convened at F. L. B. Shaver’s 
schvol room, on Sunday evening, Feb. 6th, 1831, when, 
upon motion of brother Thomas Spragen, F. L. B. 
Shaver was called to the chair, and the meeting was 
opened by reading a portion of the Word of God and 
rayer. 

‘**The Constitution of the Methodist Protestant 
Church,”’ was read by the chairman; and, upon motion 
of brother Thomas Spragen, it was—Resolved, That 
we form ourselves into a Society, adopt “the Constitu- 
tion of the Methodist Protestant Church,” and give no- 
tice thereof to the superintendent of the Protestant 
Church in Lynchburg, Va. thereby signifying our wish 
to be received into said Church. The following indi- 
viduals thereupon formed themselves intoa class and 
elected F. L. B. Shaver leader:—Robert Comtchfied 
sen, homas Spragen, F. L. B. Shaver, George R. Barr, 
David M. Boyd, Adolphus C. Shaver, Hervey Garri- 
son, Philip Rohr, and Christopher Rodefer. 
Resolved,—That brother F. L. B. Shaver be appoint- 
ed to prepare a “Memorial,” to presentto brother W. 
Patton, preacher having charge of the Abingdon sta- 
tion, declaring our wish to withdraw from the **Episco- 
pal Church,” explaining the reasons and detailing the 
causes of such withdrawal. 

Resolved,—That brother Shaver be required to in- 
form the superintendent of the Protestant Church in 


| 


Lynchburg, Va. of our proceedings; and request him 
to use means to supply us with the stated preaching of 


the Word, by one of the ministers of the Protestant 
Church. 

Moved,—That a copy of the proceedings of this meet- 
ing be forwarded to the editor of the Methodist Pro- 
tant for publication. 

Although we had no Pastor to take the oversight of 
us, it was thought most proper, prudent and advisable, 
to proceed openly and independently in the expression 
of our sentiments: and, in the fear of God, make a de- 
cided stand at once, on the side of what we conscien- 
tiously believe to be truth. Some, whose lhiearts are 
nevertheless with us in the work; and who would re- 
joice to see the cause, in which we are engaged, pros- 
per, are providentially hindered from uniting with us. 
Others censure us as having been too hasty in our de- 
cisions; as having acted without consideration and re- 
flection, and hence argue no good as being likely to re- 
sult from our proceedings. We acknowledge, and we 
trust feel sensibly, our weakness and liability to err, 
and are deeply convinced of our need of the assistance, 
guidance and powerful protection of an Almighty 
friend;—we are moreover satisfied, that the prosperity 
of Zion, and the true interests of Christianity are as 
near, and as sacredly dear to our hearts now as ever, 
yea more so; and we are determined to use our utmost 
efforts for the advancement of the glorious cause in the 
earth, and for the revival and extension of pure religion 
and evangelical holiness. Remember us in your prayers 
before God, and ask the Lord to visit this thirsty land 
with the showers of divine grace, and “appoint salva- 
tion for walls and bulwarks”’ to our infant church. 

Affectionately, your’s, &c. 
F. L. B. SHAVER, 


Pittsburg, Feb. 23d, 1831. 

Dear brother,—Some few weeks ago I attended and 
organized a small Society of 13 members in Washing- 
ton county, Pa.x—The prospects of increase in that re- 
gionI take to be pretty good. Shortly after that I at- 
tended a very interesting organization in Connellsville, 
Fayette county, Pa.—forty five members in all, and 
the prospects for increase very flattering. I visit- 
ed some 8 or 10 other places round about, while in 
that region, and am of opinion that much good 
might be done among the people, if a good preacher 
could be had to serve them.—l1 have just now been in- 
formed that Moses Scott, a preacher of good standing 
and acceptable talents, belonging to the secession in 
Connellsville, has organized a small society in Monroe, 
near Union town, Pa. Brother Jacob W. Ragan is at 
this time in that region, holding a quarterly meeting I be- 
lieve, and other organizations are expected to take place. 

1 have just returned from a tour through the upper 
part of the State of Ohio, of something more than 3 
weeks. My labours were all of a preparatory charac- 
ter, except in those places where Societies have alrea- 
dy been organized, and of course, nething more can be 
said, than that I was in general treated with great kind- 
ness by the people, had good congregations, and as- 
certained that our constitution is very popular. Certain 
ministers of the old side, who have been foremost in 
the opposition, have, I was told, expressed some sur- 
prise on reading the Constitution— it is not the kind of 
document they were looking for at all. They allow its 
principles to be pretty good, and say our government 
is so much like their own, that it is not worth while for 
the people to secede’ ut it is doubtful with me 
whether the people can be coaxed into this view of 
things. Indeed it is pretty certain they cannot—they 
have not so learned the principles@if liberty. In all 
places where the preachers manifestéd opposition, our 
friends were multiplied—this has been discovered by 
our opponents with much pain of mind, and what their 
future course will be, the Lord only knows. 
_ In Youngstown, Ohio, the Society, now about fifty 
in number, is in a prosperous condition. I spent two 
Sabbaths with them: each Sabbath night, there was a 
number of garnest seekers of salvation around the al- 
tar, with whom we labored until a late hour. The Lord 
grant these precious people a glorious revival! If 
brother M’Guire, who was called home by family af- 
flictions, can only return to his charge in the opening 
of the spring, Youngstown and the neighboring places, 
[ think, will do well—he had only organized one Socie- 
ty in that vicinity, before he had to leave them—that is 
in Boardman, and every nerve is strained by our breth- 
ren in the opposition, to get them to retract, and go 
back again. 
_ I spent one Sabbath in New Lisbon; we have still a 
little Society there. The citizens generally favour re- 
form, and even those who were prevailed upon, to re- 


sume their standing in the old Church, did not all 
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of them by any means, relinquish their principles. 
They were only discouraged for want of ministerial 
help. This help { trust in God can be afforded them 
in the opening of the spring, at which time I look for 
our Society in that place to receive considerable ac- 
cessions. 

I heard of reformers farther north, than where I ex- 
tended my visits, all calling for help, being well pleas- 
ed with the constitution. In Steubenville 1 spent the 
last Sabbath. The Society is about 129 strong—very 
respectable. The congregation large and intelligently 

ious. They have obtained a handsome subscription 
or the building of a house of worship ina very central 

lace, and of good dimensions. Contracts are already 
made, and the house will doubtless go up with all pos- 
sible speed.—This society is in a growing state, has 
a good minister, and | hope will do well. 

Brother Z. Ragan is at this time about 80 miles from 
this place in Clearfield county, Pa. holding a Q. 
meeting. There are something more than 60 members 
who have stood firm in that place, now for a long time, 
without any ministerial assistance, except what they 
-have among themselves. I am told, that there isa 
good prospcct in that region, for the formation of a 
circuit —O! for more labourers, to be thrust out and 
sent forth into the vineyard, “for the harvest truly is 
plenteous but the laborers are few.’’ 

In this city our society is large, respectable and 
growing—our principles have a pretty ample and firm 
hold on the community.—In my absence about 12, 1 
have learned, were received by the Society at the time 
of sacrament. QO! may the glorious Lord of universal 
goodness, pvur upon us all and upon our struggling 
brethren in all places, and upon all the various bfanches 
of the Christian Church, and upon all mankind, the 
spirit of grace and of supplication—the spirit of faith, 
of power, and of a sound mind. That the ways of God 
may be known upon the earth, and the saving health of 
Christianity, be experienced by every living creature. 

God bless you. 
GEORGE BROWN. 


OBITUARY. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 

There is nothing more desirable or natural than for 
surviving friends to desire, as far as possible, to rescue 
from oblivion the names and memory of those they love 
and venerate. With what fond regret does the mind 
dwell upon scenes which were familiar and pleasing to 
the departed! How extremely solicitious to preserve 
their last dying expression from forgetfulness! We would 
fain raise some monument sacred to their memory, 
which might serve as a memorial to generations yet to 
come. Sorrow for a deceased relative, is a sorrow from 
which we wish no release. However deep the wound, 
we fee] it a duty to keep it open. Every other affliction 
we would forget, but this affliction we would cherish 
and brood over in solitude with a melancholy delight.— 
Where is the mother, who would desire to forget the 
child that was snatched from her parental embrace by 
the cold and ruthless hand of death, though the remem- 
brance of it bring painful feelings to her mind? Where 
is the child that would wish to forget a tender, affection- 
ate, deceased mother, though every recollection give a 
fresh pang to his already lacerated heart? Who, when the 
grave is closing over the last remains of departed worth, 
would accept comfort at the extravagant price of forget- 
fulness? No! There is an affection which survives the 
darkness and solitude of the tomb. | 

If the heart has its sorrows, it has likewise its joys,— 
and when the remembrance of past scenes overwhelms 
with grief, it feels a fond regret, a sorrowful delight in 
dwelling. upon the triumphant departure of a relative 
from the shores of time. There is nothing in all the 
chain of evidences in favour of our holy religion so 
striking, so convincing, and comforting, as the unwaver- 
ing testimony, the good confession of a pious saint in a 
dying moment. This is the solemn period which brings 
all things to the test. Here shines forth the real charac- 
ter. What an affecting, yet enrapturing scene! Behold 
the aged pilgrim, who has borne the burden and heat of 
the day and endured hardships as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ, on the verge of fomen Seanere about with the 
mantle of salvation, and preparing to step in and cross 
over its co!d and chilling waters.—There are no bondsin 
her death,—no longing after earth.—Strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might, she exclaims, “none of 
these things move me.” Ready for the skies, she lets go 
her hold of this world, claps her glad wings and flies 
away to a mansion at God’s right hand, prepared for her 
reception. Thus it was with the subject of the follow- 
ing memoir. 


Died in Georgetown, D. C. February 27th, 1831, Mrs. 


Maroaret Wartace, in the 72nd year of her age. She 
was born in Salem county, in the state of New Jersey, 
and was among the first fruits of Methodism in these 
United States. It waz under the pious ministration of 
the Rev. Benjamin Abbott, she was brought to a know- 
ledge and experience of the truth, as it is in Christ, in 
the 18th year of her age. She immediately joined the 
Methodist society, and willingly endured the contumely, 
and reproach of that society in its infancy. In becom- 
ing a member of this religious community, she met with 
the rebuke of her family and friends, and passed through 
a scene of deep suffering on account of her rashness and 
folly, (as they termed it,) in associating with a people, 
who then were reputed to be the off-scouring of the earth, 
and were indeed hated of all men for their piety and sin- 
gular devotedness of spirit. But none of these things 
moved her from her purpose of serving God with those, 
who had been instrumental in bringing her from dark- 
ness to light,—from the power of sin and satan, to that 
of holiness and God. And, from the period of her join- 
ing the church of Christ to the closing scene of her pil- 
grimage upon earth, her life, in every situation in which 
she was providentally placed, was a uniform, steady and 
consistent exhibition of the meekness, patience and ex- 
cellences of the Christian character. Shortly after her 
conversion to God, she united in holy wedlock, with one 
whose soul was like her own, thirsting after the mind 
which was in Christ, and they spent many years in doing 
and receiving good. It, however, pleased Divine Provi- 
dence, totake from her the companion of her joys and sor- 
rows inthe year 1810; as his life was that of devoted- 
ness to God, so his death was triumphant and glorious. 
Thus it was, she began to drink deep of the streams of 
human adversity. From a state of opulence and ease, 


she was brought to experience the inconveniences of the 


reverse. Many atime she has been heard to say, ‘‘my 
complaint is bitter, and my stroke is heavier than my 
groaning.” But nothing so much afflicted her mind, as to 
find that a change of circumstances had the effect of de- 
priving her of the company, and converse of the minis- 
ters of the gospel, who, when she had much of this 
world’s goods, made her house their home, but after a 
reverse of fortune forsook her; and but few of them felt 
it their duty or pleasure to “‘visit the fatherless and wi- 
dow in their afflictiof.”” Indulging her natural disposi- 
tion, to be little and unknown, she was not solicitous to 
attract either notice or observation; but endeavoured by 
divine grace to support herself with cheerfulness, dili- 
gence and preety: through the various duties of a long 
and varied life; desiring above all things, to preserve 
the testimony of a good conscience, and the approbation 
of her God. She secured to herself the affections of 
those who enjoyed her acquaintance. Those, who knew 
her best, loved her most, and will unhesitatingly bear 
their testimouy, that, in all the varied and afflicting situa- 
tions of human life, in which, by the providence of God, 
she was placed, the practice of the Christian life was 
strikingly illustrated by a faithful observance of the pre- 
cepts of the gospel, and constant attendance on the 
means of grace, and ordinances of religion. She con- 
scientiously observed the Lord’s day, by attending to the 
services of the sanctuary, unless affliction prevented. 
When hindered from assembling with the people of 
God, she made the Bible the book of her study, and few 
possessed a more general acquaintance with the Holy 
Scriptures than she did, which was aoundantly evident 
during her last illness. In the severe afflictions arising 
from the death of her nearest and dearest friends, with 
which she was frequently conversant, she was never 
known,to murmur at the dispensations of the Almighty; 
nor in the seasons of her deepest temporal adversity did 
she give up her confidence in God. During such times 
of distress her favourite expressions were, “‘the Lord is 
too wise to err in the allotment of his providence, and 
too kind to provoke his children.”” She was always a 
rigid advocate for class meetings, and considered them 
as the most efficacious means of grace, to preserve the 
Christian alive in the sayerionan, ae practice of chris- 
tianity. Hence, she was never known in a solitary in- 
stance to suffer company, or any thing else, but sheer ne- 
cessity, to deprive her of the consolations of those social 
religious exercises. 


When first the polity of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
was controverted, she seemed to be grieved, always pre- 
dicting that it would most likely tend to a separation of 
one part of that community from the other. Never 
could she conceive the necessity of a change in the 
government of that church, untilmany of the re- 
formers were excluded from its communion in Balti- 
more and other places. Then, for the first time, she be- 
gan to see that power might be anges against right, the 
many would take the advantage @f the few; and when 
the conventional articles were adopted, a new church or- 
ganized—ministerial help, called for in the infant church; 


and an application made to her son to help them in the 


advancement of religious liberty—she cheerfully  66ii- 
sented to unite herself with the rising community, and 
gave notomly her consent, but her advice to her son to 
serve the brethren, who in her own language “were like 
sheep scattered, having no shepherd.” After she join- 
ed the new church, it was a source of grief to her, to 
find our periodical filled with personal controversy; 
but, upon her death-bed, upon hearing brother Shinn’s 
essay on the existence and attributes of God read to her, 
she observed, “that is the kind of matter—it speaks of 
God—it speaks to the religious feelings of the heart— 
Ah! 1 am thankful to find that our paper is likely to as- 
sume a religinus aspect—it will now do good.” Wh 
she heard souls being converted, and added to the 
church, her soul would exult in God. To the last mo- 
ment of her life the cause of the Methodist Protestant 
Church laid near her heart, and her dying aspiration 
went up to the throne of God in its behalf. 

Having lived, as the grace of the Gospel teacheth— 
showing forth the glory of God by an upright walk and 
chaste conversation—she likewise exemplified the power 
and sufficiency of divine grace to comfort and support in 
a dying hour. On Christmas day she was taken ill, and 
shortly after was confined to her bed. From the com- 
mencement of her sickness she had a presentiment of her 
approaching dissolution, and nothing seemed to oppress 
her feelings, but the thought of dying far away from her 
sisters, and other numerous relatives, and of being buri- 
ed among strangers—this feeling, however, was of short 
duration, and soon she said, “it is no matter where this 
poor body is deposited, it will be found in the morning 
of the resurrection.”” During the whole of her afflic- 
tion, she possessed her soul in patience; not a murmur es- 
caped her lips—all was calm, and joy and peace. She 
viewed the advances of her tiselor with the utmost 
composure. Death had often been the subject of her 
meditations. To her the last messenger had no terror. 
She conversed with her friends upon the subject of her 
dissolution, with as much calmness and serenity as she 
ever did in any concern of a worldly nature. This was 
the fruit of an unshaken confidence in God,—of the un- 
dying consolation of religion. The night before she died 
she called her son and daughter to receive the last bles- 
sing of a dying parent. Putting her hand upon his 
head she said, ‘‘Oh! God make him a successful minister 
of Jesus—may he win souls to Christ. May he be faith- 
ful to thy church. Myson, | charge youto meet me in 
glory!” Then, clasping her daughter-in-law in her arms 
she said, “God bless you my dear, you have been kind 
and affectionate to me—I love you, God loves you.—Oh! 
may you both live the life, and die the death of the 
righteous.” She then inquired of all in the room, “are 
you all happy: Is the love of God shed abroad in,all 
your hearts? Tell me, will you all meet me in heaven?” 
“T am going fast—the time of my departure is at hand. — 
This is the fruit of fifty-four years serving the Lord. 
Jesus, thy name possesses a powerful charm.—It is aco- 
vert from the storm—a hiding place from the world—the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.’ She inqui- 
red what day it was; being informed it was Saturday; 
then said she, ‘to-morrow is the sabbath of the Lord— 
and my disembodied spirit will celebrate it in heaven.” 
She then asked her son to go to prayer—during which 
time, she raised her feeble hands and exclaimed aloud, 
‘‘glory, glory. 

‘“‘Jesus, lover of my soul, 

_ Let me to thy bosom fly, 

- While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high; 
Hide me, O my Saviour hide, 
Till the storm of life is past, 
Safe into the haven guide, 

O receive my soul at last.’ 

When the prayer was ended, and a solemn silence per- 
vaded the little circle, she expressed her anxiety to de- 
part, and said, ‘‘come Lord Jesus, come quickly—-why 
are thy chariot wheels so long in coming—I thought be~- 
fore this I should have been gone”—then raising her 
hands, exclaimed, ‘‘O how I have longed for the coming 
of God. 

‘‘We’ll wait for his chariot, it seems to draw near. 
Oh! come my dear Saviour, let glory appear: 

Ye everlasting gates fly wide, 

Make ready to receive thy bride; 

Ye harps of heaven, now sound aloud 

Here comes the purchase of my blood.” 

She continued in this delightful and transporting frame 
of mind, till about fifteen minutes after twelve o'clock, 
Sabbath, the 27th; when she closed her own eyes, and 
went to heaven without a sigh, or groan. A few more 
years, and we shall find that nearly all who were the 
first fruits of Methodism shal] have gone from suffering 
to reward. Their memorial will not perish with them.— 
They will be remembered by those who have witnessed 
their love and zeal, which have been so greatly instru- 


mental in building up the law of God. W. 
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POETRY. 


AN INFANT’S LAST SLEEP. 
(From the ‘‘ Youth’s Jnstructer.’’) 


Go to thy sleep, my child, 

Go to thy dreamless bed, 
Gentle and undefiled, 

With blessings on thy head. 


Fresh roses in thy hand, 
Buds on thy pillow laid, 

Haste from this fearful land, 
Where flowers so quickly fade. 


Before thy heart hath Jearn’d 

In waywardness to stray, 
Before thy feet have turn’d 

The dark and downward way; 


Ere sin hath seared thy breast, 
Or sorrow waked the tear, 
' Rise, and secure thy rest 
| In yon celestial sphere. 


Because thy smile was fair, 
Thy lip and eye so bright, 

Because thy cradle care 
Was such a fond delight, 


Shall love with weak embrace 
Thy out-spread wing detain? 

No!—Angel, seek thy place 
Amid the cherub train. 


Hartford, September 15th, 1829. 


AN ATHEIST’S PORTRAIT. 
(From “Burton’s Drama of Nature.’’) 


 ; ‘Who doubts this truth, who, but that wretched soul 
a - That folds herself within the hideous claws 
Of that hell hydra, Atheist called on earth? 

| Yet such there was, ere this millennial reign 
y Threw climes of blessedness upon our world. 
Once he was seen, the vomit and the slime. 
The scum which demons licked and wallowed in. 
Spit from the great archfiend’s empoisoned tongue, 
Besmeared his spirit, and the horrid sight 
Had sickened angels, and the heavens grew pale. 
>. Worthless offscouring, refuse of mankind, 
Fuel that feeds the sulphurous forge of hell. 
Even devils shuddered when he entered in 
The burning portals of their howling caves. 
Full well they knew a God of vengeance reigns, 
From whom, they shrieking, down the smoking skies | 
Fe}l down ingulfed in the black tempest’s lake, 
Which hurricanes of wrath lash into hills. 
They think him still more heinous than themselves 
. More blackly wicked, more detestable 

Than vipers creeping on the rocks of hell. 
| They think unworthy of their dark abode 
The monster who denies the existing God.” 


MORTALI®BY. 
iii. Ecciesrasres i.) 
From Knoz’s “Songs of Israel.” 
O why should the spirit of mortal be proud! 
Like a fast flitting meteor, a fast flying cloud, 
A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave— 
He passes from life to his rest in the grave. 


The leaves of the oak and the willows shall fade, 
Be scattered around, and together be laid; 

And the young and the old, and the low and the 
Shall moulder to dust, and together shall lie. 


The child that a mother attended and loved, 
The mother that infant's affection that proved, 
The husband that mother and infant that blest, 
Each—all are away to their dwelling of rest. 


The maid on whose cheek, on whose brow, in whose 


eye, 
Shone beauty and pleasure—her triumphs are by; 


high, 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


|God. There are splendid specimens, scattered here 


And the memory of those that beloved her and praise, 


Are alike from the minds of the living erased. 


The hand of the king that the sceptre hath borne, 
The brow of the priest that the mitre hath worn, 
The eye of the sage, and the heart of the brave, 

Are hidden and lost in the depths of the grave. 


The peasant whose lot was to sow and to reap, 

The herdsman who climbed with his goats to the steep, 
The beggar that wandered in search of his bread, 
Have faded away like the grass that we tread. 


The saint that enjoyed the communion of heav’n, 
The sinner that dared to remain unforgiv’n, 

The wise and the foolish, the guilty and just, 
Have quietly mingled their bones in the dust. 


So the multitude goes—like the flower and the weed 
That wither away to let others succeed; 

So the multitude comes—even those we behold, 

To repeat every tale that hath often been told. 


For we are the same things that our fathers have been, 
We see the same sights that our fathers have seen, 

We drink tlhe same stream, and we feel the same sun, 
And we run the same course that our fathers have run. 


The thoughts we are thinking our fathers would think, 

From the death we are shrinking from, they too would 
shrink, 

To the life we are clinging to they too would cling— 

But it speeds from the earth like a bird on the wing. 


They loved—but their story we cannot unfold; 

They scorned—but the heart of the haughty is cold, 

They grieved—but no wail from their slumbers may 
come 

They joyed—but the voice of their gladness is dumb. 


They died—ay, they died! and we things that are now, 
Who walk on the turf that lies oyer their brow, 

Who make in their dwellings a transient abode, 

Meet the changes they met on their pilgrimage road. 


Yea, hope and despondence, and pleasure and pain, 
Are mingled together like sunshine and rain; 

And the smile and the tear and the song and the dirge, 
Still follow each other like surge upon surge. 


‘Tis the twink of an eye, ’tis the draught of a breath, 
From the blossom of health to the paleness of death, 
From the gilded saloon to the bier and the shroud— 
O why should the spirit of mortal be proud! 


SELECT EXTRACT. 


‘“‘The intellectual cultivation of the reigns of David 
and his son, appears most brilliantly in the sacred poe- 
try, the remains of which still light up the hearts of 
Christians, and afford them eloqtience in their praise of 


and there in the history; and Moses himself was dis- 
tinguished for this, as well as other intellectual powers, 
long before the time of which we speak; but that Da. 
vid should find heart to cultivate this talent in the 
breathing intervals of war, or the gloom of a palace, 
which disunion and sorrow had made almost as dreary as 
the grave ;—that he should tower in a walk of imagination 
and praise, so little lower than that which the angels 
tread, and draw sounds from his harp which should echo 
thousands of years downward upon the stormy waves 
of time;—we regard as almost a miracle of power. 
If not the inventor of this noble art, he reduced it to 
a system; he divided the four thousand Levites into 
choirs, who were to sing these magnificent inspirations, 
in which 

“Devotion borrowed music’s tone, 

And music took devotion’s wing.” 


No hetter proof of the superiority of this age of Israel] 
is needed, than these powers of David. One such orb 
is enough to make the whole heaven light. He excels 
in every variety of warm expression, from the loud shout’ 
of the silver trumpet to the low wailing of the harp's 
most delicate string; and even now, his are the anthems 
with which the walls of our churches resound; they are 
heard in the retreat of penitence and prayer; they are 
the accents in which the last breath of the dying ex. 
pires; when civilization breaks the silence of the desert, 
they are the first sound it hears; they have risen upon 
the air, where God alone could hear them, in the lonely 
African wastes and the midnight of the northern seas; 
and in many a coming generation, though the human 
mind may put forth new powers, such as no prophet’s 
tongue can tell, we believe they will still be the Jan- 
guage in which t hea- 


Be Big} he heart shall pour itself out to 
ven.’ . eview. 


D. 
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